
“The future of Marin will not be determined by a single election or executive 
order.”

Reading the news, it is easy to feel discouraged. The challenges facing our 
environment are profound at a time when decades of environmental prog-
ress feel increasingly fragile.

But the future of Marin will not be determined by a single election or execu-
tive order. It will be shaped by thousands of decisions made over time in our 
cities and towns by people who care about their communities and are willing 
to take action.

That is what gives me hope, and that is why the work of Marin Conservation 
League is more important than ever.

For more than 90 years, MCL has brought science, policy, public participation, and long-term thinking 
to the issues facing Marin. Our committees remain the foundation of that work. They provide a forum 
where people can learn, ask difficult questions, and become effective advocates for the environ-
mental future of our county.

This year also marked an important step forward for MCL itself. Under the leadership of Execu-
tive Director Rebecca Schwartz Lesberg and with the dedication of our staff we have continued to 
strengthen the organization, expand our reach, and modernize the way we connect with and support 
our community. Those investments will help ensure that MCL remains a strong and effective voice 
for conservation in Marin for years to come.

Thank you for your support and for being part of a community that continues to believe that progress 
is possible.

Mike Swezy
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A Note from the Treasurer

The Statement of Activi-
ties summarizes MCL’s 2025 
financial results for both the 
organization as a whole and 
each of its dedicated funds. 
These figures are drawn from 
MCL’s financial records and 
have not been audited.

MCL maintains three funds. The Unrestricted Fund 
supports day-to-day operations, advocacy, and ed-
ucation programs. The Temporarily Restricted Fund 
reflects resources entrusted to MCL for specific proj-
ects. The Board-Restricted Fund captures the activity 
of MCL’s Endowments: Legacy of the Land (LOL) and 
the Wood-Wilson Fund. In 2025, the LOL endowment 
contributed $62,598 in support of MCL’s mission.

While the Unrestricted Fund experienced an operat-
ing loss this year due to higher-than-anticipated ex-
penses, this was offset by strong investment perfor-
mance, which increased the overall value of MCL’s 

assets. At the same time, Temporarily Restricted 
Funds grew meaningfully, driven largely by contribu-
tions to the Sorich Park Area Residents Fund (SPAR), 
reflecting strong community engagement and sup-
port.

MCL’s long-term financial position was further 
strengthened in 2025. The Legacy of the Land En-
dowment saw significant growth due to favorable 
market conditions, and the Wood-Wilson Endowment 
was established, honoring two legacy donors and 
expanding MCL’s foundation for the future.

MCL extends its sincere thanks to all members and 
supporters for their continued commitment during a 
highly productive and impactful year.

Richard Jensen

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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MCL provides a variety of educational 
opportunities throughout the year on 
topics of broad interest to Marin resi-
dents. They include recurring Environ-
mental Business Breakfasts, Walks into 
Conservation History, and other gather-
ings for our members.

Some of this year’s programs included:

	» Maria Brown, Superintendent of the 
Greater Farallones and Cordell Bank 
National Marine Sanctuaries, speak-
ing on the ecological importance of 
California’s national marine sanc-
tuaries and the challenges climate 
change poses to marine ecosystems. 
 
 
 

	» Presentations by Sustainable Con-
servation’s Ashley Boren and Erica 
Lovejoy on collaborative approaches 
to conservation and habitat resto-
ration, and by Regional Water Quality 
Control Board ecological engineer 
Christina Toms on the future of San 
Francisco Estuary wetlands and 
nature-based climate adaptation 
strategies.

	» A field tour of the Potter Valley Proj-
ect examining the future of Eel River 
restoration, Russian River water 
supplies, and the proposed removal 
of two dams.

	» A Walk into Conservation History at 
Ring Mountain exploring the area’s 
unique geology, ecology, cultural 
history, and conservation legacy.

LAND USE, TRANSPORTATION, 
& WATER COMMITTEE

MCL’s Land Use, Transportation, and 
Water Committee (LUTW) tracks the 
activities of public agencies, monitors 
projects, and advocates to decision-mak-
ers on planning issues and projects of 
countywide significance. The commit-
tee works to ensure that environmental 
protection remains a priority in Marin’s 
planning. 

Over the past year, MCL’s LUTW commit-
tee has:

	» Advocated for State Route 37’s long-
term sea level rise adaptation and 
causeway planning, and tracked local 
and regional adaptation efforts.

	» Hosted programs to identify con-
servation benefits in agricultural 
practices on private working lands as 
well as emerging challenges. 

	» Teamed with CAWG to advocate sup-
port for the SMART sales tax exten-
sion to 2059.

	» Tracked and positioned on significant 
housing development projects and 
CEQA document review including the 
Seminary @ Strawberry mixed-use 
development.

	» Advocated for continuing conserva-
tion measures and monitored Marin’s 
long-term water supply planning and 
emerging water resource issues.

	» Advocated for the preservation of 
the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) and other state legis-
lation supporting environmental 
review.

	» Monitored environmental review 
and permitting activities related to 
the proposed Costco fueling station 
project in Novato.

CLIMATE ACTION WORKING GROUP

In support of MCL’s mission, MCL’s Cli-
mate Action Working Group (CAWG) ad-
vocates for policies and programs that 
accelerate greenhouse gas reductions 
and address the impacts of climate 
change. The group’s priorities include 
electrification, grid decarbonization, 
carbon removal, and public education.

Over the past year, MCL’s CAWG has:

	» Advocated with its allies for greater 
transparency, accountability, and 
Board oversight at Marin Clean 
Energy (MCE). 

	» Advocated that MCE end purchases 
of ineffective renewable energy and 
carbon free credits, increase long-
term renewable energy contracts, 
and increase funding of community 
energy programs that reduce green-
house gas emissions.

	» Supported efforts to accelerate 
building and transportation elec-
trification at the local and regional 
level, working with other commu-
nity organizations, public agencies 
and elected officials.

	» Hosted educational programs fo-
cused on innovative renewable en-
ergy technologies and policies that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

	» Continued to act as a convenor of 
community organizations focused 
on reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

COMMITTEE WORK

EVENTS & PROGRAMS

PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

MCL’s Parks and Open Space Committee 
(POSC) advocates for the protection and 
enhancement of native habitats, sensi-
tive species, biodiversity, and ecological 
functions on both public lands and pri-
vate open space lands throughout Marin 
County.

Over the past year, MCL’s POSC commit-
tee has:

	» Engaged in planning new and ongo-
ing projects on Marin County Parks 
and Open Space District Preserves.

	» Collaborated on ongoing update to 
Marin Water’s 2005 Roads and Trails 
Management Plan and Program EIR.

	» Hosted discussions on federal, state, 
and local public lands’ conservation 
initiatives in Marin, including One 
Tam, Redwood Renewal, State Parks, 
and Point Reyes National Seashore 
programs.

	» Advised on vegetation management 
strategies for fuel reduction, includ-
ing forest health projects under-
taken by Marin land management 
agencies.

	» Explored landscape-scale conserva-
tion initiatives, including the Golden 
Gate Biosphere Network.

	» Discussed the impacts of climate 
change on native habitats, wildlife 
populations, and the need for eco-
system resilience throughout Marin.

	» Continued to provide a forum for 
education and dialogue on steward-
ship of public lands and conserva-
tion of private open space land-
scapes.

Ring Ring Mountain Overlooking Richardson BayMountain Overlooking Richardson Bay



$5,000+
Christine Benninger
Clara-Belle L. Hamilton 
 Core Trust

$1,000-$2,499
Bellam Self Storage and Boxes
Xenry and Robert Blitzer
Jean and Stuart Brown
Margaret Buehler
Joanie Ciardelli
Joyce Clements, Lucy Reid 
 and Susan Robinson
Deborah Coburn
Nona Dennis
Drexler Estate Fund
Anna Everest
Dr. Michael A. Freeman
Wanda Headrick
Rachel Hooper and Peter Zingg
Laura Lindskog and Carl Duisberg
Pamela Lloyd
Kathy Lowrey
Marin Community Foundation
Marin Horse Council
Sharon McNamee
Robert Miller and Bonnie Marks
Gary Oates
Richard Robbins
Helen Roberts
Alison and Michael Seaman
Barbara and Kenneth Strong
Rex Wolf
Catherine A. Wollenberg
Ronald Zech

$500-$999
Anonymous
Robert Archer
Bonnie Bee & Company
Faith and Stephen Brown
Carrie and Jim Burroughs
Anne Cohen
The Colin Family Charitable Fund
Edie and Bill Dagley
Don Dickenson
Pat Eklund
Woody and Ann Elliott
Alice Fredericks and Neal Benowitz
Randy Greenberg
Nancy Hughes
David Hunter
Paul Jensen
Richard Jensen
Linda Klein
Jack Liebster
Jeff Loomans
Diane Lynch
Daphne Markham
Grace and Morton McMichael
Jane Medley
Purple Lady/Barbara J. Meislin Fund
Vera and Ken Meislin
Elizabeth Navas Finley
Christine and Edward O’Neill
Maria Pelletier

Roger Peters
Lauren Pollak and Dieter Tremp
Caroline and Bill Press
Seagate Properties, Inc.
Greg Thomson
Jeanette and Ed Ueber
Ann Wakeley
Kay Werdegar

$250-499
Ann and Bruce Adams
Joyce and David Applen
Erica Baum
Beverly and Mark Birnbaum
Dorothy Breiner
Greg Brockbank
Jennifer Maude Carlin
Jon Campo
Louise and Angelo Capozzi
William Carney and Tamra Peters
Diana Conti and Elias Olson
Katherine and Robert Cuneo
Judith and Jim Dowling
Timothy R. Erdman
Thomas Ervin
Hamilton Everts
Tamara and Louis Fehrenbacher
Richard Glanville
Robert and Elizabeth Hart
Burr Heneman
Laura Honda
Madeline and Clint Kellner
Jean and Stephen Kinsey
Korn and Powell Charitable Fund
Stephen Lewis
Linda J. Novy and Associates
Martin Lowenstein and Inbar Telem
Marilyn and David McConnell
Marin Clean Energy
Nathaniel Mckitterick
Don H. Miller
Lawrence Mulryan
Robert Newcomer
Whitney and Dennis O’Neill
Charles and Patricia Raven
Dennis and Judy Rodoni
Sheila and Michael Rokeach
Judith and Peter Sager
Matthew Samson
Daniel Segedin
Barbara Spicer
Susan and Brian Stompe
Susan and Michael Swezy
Judith Teichman
Phyllis Thelen
Marsha Torkelson
Joel Edward Toste
Mary Ellen Trainor
Kathryn VanDyke

$100-249
Matt Anacker
Anne Baele
Kim Baenisch
Randy Bainbridge
Katharine Baker

Katherine Beacock
Shirley Beers
Robert Belichick
Dorothy and Marshall Bentley
Big Cat Advertising
Betsy and Dan Bikle
Douglas Brown
Brenda and Donal Brown
Priscilla Bull
Linda and Robert Bundy
Shirl Buss
Will Carroll
Tymber and Derek Cavasian
Caroline Christman
Paul Chuljian
Richard Cimino
Sheri and George Clyde
Belle Cole
Laura Collins
Tom Conneely
Glenda and Henry Corning
Sheilagh Creighton and 
 Robert Tafelski, Jr.
Candice Curtis and 
 Carl Weissensee
Joy Dahlgren
Daphne De Marneffe
Daniel Drake
Joanne Dunn
Marilee Eckert
John Edgcomb
Lewis Engel
Dennis and Pamela Fisco
Patrick Ford
Rick Fraites
Leslie Franklin
The Michelle and Robert 
 Friend Foundation
Willa A. Gere
Kathy Gervais
Yolanda and Jack Gibson
Elizabeth and John Graham
Jill Greenman
Thomasin Grim
Thomas and Sandra Guldman
Sharon Hampton
Jan Hamrin and Timothy Rosenfeld
Judith Hanks
Jim Hanson
Susan and David Harnden
Julie and Jordan Harris
Rebecca and Robert Henn
Herrerias & Associates
Wade Holland
William L. Hudson
Bettina and David Hughes
Carolyn Hughes
Colleen Johnson
Joyce Johnston
Daniel Kalb
Michael Kamerick
Esther and Sandeep Karkal
Kerry and Kenneth Keefe
Julie and Steve Kimball
Erik Krumrey and Sunny Lee
Jack Krystal
Kiki La Porta and David Haskell
James and Patricia LaRocca
Law Office of David J. Weinsoff
Sharon Leach and Harry Oppenheimer

Martha Lee
Joanne Lee
Lamar Leland
Janet and Robert Leonard
Jonathan Leone
Edison Lewis
David Lilien
H.J. Lindqvist
Louise Kanter Lipsey and
 Michael Lipsey
Nanette Londeree
Tieli and Bill Long
Susan and Bill Lukens
Catherine and Richard MacDonald
Rose and Charles Maher
Virginia and Daniel Mardesich
Sarah Margulies
Marin Garden Club
Bonita Marmor
Rob Matthew
Claire and Charles McBride
Thomas McKlveen
Wallace McOuat and Claire Young
Robert Meade
Barbara and Jerry Meral
Amy Meyer
Donna Miller
Debra and Larry Minikes
Anna Minton and Mark Kaufman
Robert Mithun
Robin and David Moller
Mary Morgan
Susan and Dennis Moritz
Richard Morrison
Phoebe Moyer
Kaneez Munjee
Patricia and Alan Negrin
Vicki Nichols
Lois and Frank Noonan
Diana and Donald Nunemaker
Barbara O’Grady
John Palmer
Dru Parker and Stuart Smith
Thomas Peacock
Rae Peres
Nancy and Kurt Rademacher
Catherine Lee and Pamela Reaves
Elaine Reichert
Daniel Reser
Katie Rice
Cayen Robertson
Jillian Robinson
Grace Rogers
Susan Ryan
Bernie Samet
Santa Venetia Neighborhood Assoc.
Lynda and Larry Scheibel
Nancy and Steven Sicher
Sideman Family Fund
Doreen and Vernon Smith
Jed Smith
Karen Solov and Jack Covington
Phil Sotter
Susan and Robert Spofford
Shayna and Elliott Stein
Meryl Sundove and Roger Harris
Dana Swisher
Britt and Stephen Thal
Elizabeth W. Theiss
Ann Thomas

THANK YOU 2025 SUPPORTERS!
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Terri Thomas
Barbara Tjernell
Gary Topper and Thomas Herington
Burnett Tregoning
Frank Valone
Rosalie and Ralph Webb
Arlin Weinberger
Ray Welch and Kathleen Gaines
Tommie Weldon
Wells Fargo Charitable 
  Giving Program
The Steve and Chris Wilsey Fund
James Wilson
Hilary Winslow
Randall Wittorp
Amy Metzenbaum and 
 Joel Yanowitz
Erick Young
Zitney & Associates

$35-99
Anonymous
William Abright
Michael Albert
Michael Ardito
Jared Babula
Karen Jernstedt and 
 Jim Barkovich
Al Baumann
Catherine and James Bedilion
Michael Behrens
Elaine and Richard Behrens
Andria Benner
The Berensmeier Family Trust
Karen and Steven Berg-Smith
Lisel Blash
Layla and James Bockhorst
Barbara Bogard
Edward Boisson
Linda and Geoffrey Bolt
Irma Botvin
Pamela Boucher
Patricia Bradford
Jonathan Braun
Mark Brinkman and Rick June
Tish Brown
William Buchan
Dorothy Burke and David Vorhees
Cory Bytof
Carrie Sherriff Real Estate
Carol Colbert
Michael Cass
Jerri Ceschi
Laura Chariton
Barbara Coler
Douglas Cooper
Patricia Cormia
Judith Coy
Carla Crahan
Robert and Judith Creasy
Catherine and Jon D’Alessio
Paul Da Silva
Sheila Deering
Pamela Drew
Richard Duncan
Erica Durwood
Alan Edmondson
John Eells
James and Lynn Emrich

Jerome Engel and Shirley Fischer
Patricia Ernsberger
Ted Fehlhaber
Carey Feierabend
Maggie Fillmore
Stephen Fjellman
Joan Flood
Barbara Ford
Anita and Jim Franzi
Lewis Fredrickson
Richard Fregulia
Robert and Denise Freinkel
Adrian Fried
Linda Futrell
Betty Gandel
Patricia and James Garlock
Ann Gessert
Kay Gillis
Lynda and Bruce Goines
Robert Gollan
Alvin Greenberg
Jacqueline and Richard Grossi
Al Grumet
Marjorie Guggenhime
Kevin Hagerty
Mary Hanley and Linda Levey
Connie Hanson
Margaret Harding
John Hart
Denise Herman
Virginia and Sigmund Herz
Elaine and Harry Hicks
Ida and Claude Hill
Sandra and Fred Hirschfield
Linda and Peter Hoch
Frederick Holden, Jr.
Victoria Holdridge
Richard Holland
James Holmes
Joan and Bruce Hope
Jared and Susan Huffman
Marion and Ronald Hune
Jeanne Imai
Jonathan and Barbara Jacobs
Kristin Jakob
Susan Janson
Angela, Khrysti and Linda Jones
Debra Jones
Denis Jones
Wendi Kallins
Kathleen and Jim Kaneko
Fred Kanter
Diane Kay
Kenneth and Charlene Kelzer
Sita Khufu
Janet Klein
Merrily Labarthe
Joanne Lasnier
Jim and Kate Lawson
Dotty Lemieux and Raymond Moritz
Mimi and Stephen Lewis
Michele Liapes
Amy and Joe Likover
Magali Limeta
Susan MacKenzie
Jamie Mackie
Alan Marney
Mischon Martin
Michael McCrea

Margreta McKeown
Paul McKown, Jr.
Barbara and Bernie Meyers
Nancy Miljanich
Paul Minault
Rick Misuraca
Bonnie Monte
Soo-Hi and Alan Nayer
Diane and Robert Neuhaus
Bruce Nicholson
Kian Nobari
Patrick O’Brien
Christina Oldenburg
Bill Papendick
Nancy Parker
Michael Parrett
PayPal Giving Fund
Joel Perlstein
Amy Pertschuk
Donys and Robert Powell
Piper Primrose
Sarah and Henry Pruden
Vladimir Rabichev
Patricia Randolph
Sally Sellar Reed
Catherine Rosekrans
Barbara Rothkrug
Patricia Russell
Marie Salerno
Iris Saligman
Barbara and Jay Salzman
Alan Schlobohm
Marilyn and Ed Schulze
Melody Schumacher
Jean Severinghaus
Carol Sheerin
Lewis Shireman
Mark Shirley
Donna Shoemaker
Carolyn Shoulders
Andy Shrader
Vicki and David Sievers
Bobbi Simpson
Emily Smith and Steven Wong
Elaine and Darrel Snyder
Barry Spitz
Nora Stratton
Adrienne Sweeting
Bonnie Tank and Douglas Haner
Jill and John Templeton
Dorothy Thomas
Matilda Thompson
Peter Tiernan
Jody Timms
Larry Tracey
Margaret and Michael Upson
Madeleine Valentine
Valorie Van Dahl
Cynthia and Chandu Vyas
David Weckler
Elizabeth Weisheit
Ann and Hugh West
Clinton Wilder
Amory Willis
Janet Willis
Byron Wilson
Helmut Winkelhake
Kristin Womack and Ted Bakkila

2025 OFFICERS

•	 Mike Swezy 
President

•	 Paul Jensen 
1st Vice President

•	 Pamela Reaves 
2nd Vice President

•	 Kate Powers 
Secretary

•	 Richard Jensen 
Treasurer

2025 DIRECTORS

•	 Jim Burroughs
•	 Belle Cole
•	 Nona Dennis
•	 Kenneth Drexler
•	 Nancy Hughes
•	 Jack Liebster
•	 Jane Medley
•	 Robert Miller
•	 Larry Minikes
•	 Vicki Nichols
•	 Kate Powers
•	 Bobbi Simpson
•	 Kenneth Strong
•	 Jeff Stump
•	 Greg Zitney

STAFF

•	 Rebecca Schwartz 
Lesberg 
Executive Director

•	 Rae Peres 
Operations Manager

•	 Neil Schwartz 
Communications 
Manager

We make every effort to ensure this list 
is complete and accurate. If your name 
has been inadvertently omitted, please 
let us know. Thank you for your support.


